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MATE Profile

The Moroccan Association of Teachers of
English (called herein MATE) is a non-
governmental organisation that was created
in 1979 by Moroccan teachers and
supervisors of English. Their main goal
behind that idea is to respond to an urgent
need for professional development and the
development of ELT in Morocco. MATE
since then accumulated a long experience
and expertise for its members and non
members as well; for, on a regular basis,
quarterly ~ newsletters  and annual
proceedings ensued the annual conference
that take place every end of March or
beginning of April. Almost all Moroccan
cities hosted the event. Since its creation,
MATE has gained credibility all over
Morocco. Many branches were set up in
different cities, on the pursuit of covering
all the geographical territory. To name
some of these: Marrakech, Agadir,
Ouarzazate-Zagora, Beni-Mellal, Guelmim,
fez, tiznit, Essaouira, Laayoune, Larache
and Nador.

Ouarzazate-Zagora MATE branch was
created on 3™ June, 2000. Earlier to that,
however, teachers and inspectors had been
endeavouring in a community-like mood
and spirit which culminated in organising
two successive annual colloquia: one in
Tinghir, 1999 and the other in Ouarzazate.
From then on, the idea of setting up a
Ouarzazate-based branch began to gain
momentum. In fact, no sooner had the
branch been created than its members
unreluctantly worked seriously, generously

and benevolently for the sake of their own
professional development, and for the
benefit of their students in the final
analysis, especially that Ouarzazate-Zagora
region is far from the services offered by
English centres and universities that might
empower its students as well as teachers of
English. Coming is a brief chronology of
colloquia organised by Ouarzazate-Zagora
MATE branch.

Ouarzazate MATE branch is bestowed by
rich human potentialities that ensure the
sustainability of its members who are
willing to accomplish more and more
educational achievements no matter how
scarce are material resources, and albeit
other challenges that impede their way. The
branch has been represented by its
benevolent members in many occasions
namely, National ICT colloquia (Agadir),
national conferences (M mediag, Kenitra,
Fez, Tangiers, Bouznika, Eljadida and Beni
Mellal), national and regional trainings and
seminars, summer institutes (Ifran, Rabat,
Marrakech, Agadir) international training
(Tunisia, USA, UK), etc.

Having said so, more sacrifices and efforts
should be invested by all stakeholders and
practitioners in this field of teaching and
learning. Our conviction is that as long as
we can see a glimpse of light at the end of
the tunnel, so we shall keep on striving,
regardless of other considerations that may,
from time to time, hinder that course of
action which is benevolent after all.
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The following is some information about the previous colloquia

DATE

THEME

VENUE

1999

Teacher-student rapport

Lycee Zaid Ouhmad, Tinghir

27-28 May, 2000

Language, culture and
educational reforms

Centre de Formation des Profs.
du Premier Cycle, Ouarzazate.

26-27 May, 2001

Toward an Innovative Teacher of

English

Complex Culturel et Sportif ,
Ouarzazate

4-5 May, 2002

Information Technology and
English Language Teaching

Centre de Formation des Profs.
du Premier Cycle, Ouarzazate.

2- 3 May, 2003

Teacher and teaching material
development

Centre de Formation des Profs.
du Premier Cycle, Ouarzazate.
Chamber of commerce, industry
and services, Ouarzazate.

28-29, May, 2004

Bridging the school with its
environment

Centre de Formation des
Professeurs du Premier Cycle,
Ouarzazate.

4-8 April, 2005

Language Education and
citizenship: Issues and values
(National conference )

Hotel Village Electrician,
Quarzazate

5-6 May, 2006

Teacher and Human
Development: What Relations?

Centre de Formation des Profs.
du Premier Cycle, Ouarzazate.

25-26 May, 2007

English Language Teaching and
Learning within Educational
Reforms in Moroccan Schools

Centre de Formation des Profs.
du Premier Cycle, Ouarzazate.

18-20 April, 2008

Enhancing critical thinking
through the teaching learning
process

Chamber of commerce, industry
and services, Ouarzazate.

24-26 April, 2009

ELT In Morocco : Changes &
Challenges

Chamber of commerce, industry
and services, Ouarzazate.

16 -18 April, 2010

Going Beyond the Classroom:
Promoting Foreign Language
Teaching and Learning
Through Extra-curricular
Activities

Dar Attakafa, Zagora




Programme

Friday, 16 April, 2010

15:00-17:00 - Check-in and registration
17:00-18:00 - Opening ceremony
18:00-19:00 - Reception
19:00-19:30 - Keynote speech: Is there room for deyond the classroomdin Moroccan ELT?

Mohammed Hassim
20:30 - Dinner

Saturday, 17 April, 2010
07:30 - 08:30 - Breakfast
08:45 - 09:00 - Announcements
09:00 - 09:20 - 1P43Cs, Mohamed L. Tlemsani
09:20 - 09:40 - Project-based learning: Step by step, Lahsen Ahmam
09:40 - 10:00 - Combining portfolios and project work:
Assessing learner intercultural competence, Youssef Nadri

10:00 - 10:20 - Incorporating Public Speaking in the EFL Classroom, Mohammed 1 EL Asri
10:20 - 10:40 - Discussion
10:40 - 11:15 - Break
11:15-12:15 - Alternative Assessment, Naima Leghtas
Concurrent - Using e-portfolios and projects in ELT classes, Abdeslam Elboumslouhi
Workshops - Going out of the box, Aziz Bakader
12:15-13:15 - 1P43Cs, Mohamed L. Tlemsani
Concurrent - From a Teacher to a Director: Coaching Beginner Actors, Mustapha Alfakihi
Workshops - Light activity is what you make of it, Hamza Mahmoud
13:15-14:15 - Experience sharing
14:30 - Lunch
Afternoon
16:00 - 16:30 - Inauguration of the Regional Resource Centre, Lycée Sidi Ahmed Bennacer
16:30 - 17:30 - Trip to Tamagrout: Library visit + Pottery exploration
17:30 - 19:30 - Tinfou dunes exploration + Tea in the Sahara at the sunset
21:00 - Dinner + Entertainment (Local music and dances)

Sunday, 18 April, 2010
07:30 - 08:30 - Breakfast
08:45 - 09:00 - Announcements
09:00 - 09:20 - Creative English Clubs in Our Schools, Gena Rhoades
09:20 - 09:40 - Teacher learning communities (TLC), Mohamed Elmaanaoui
09:40 - 10:00 - Interactive Whiteboards (IWB) in the Moroccan public classroom:
A dream or a reality? Mohamed Assabbane
10:00 - 10:20 - Discussion
10:20 - 11:20 - Get out your mobiles, Jason Price
Concurrent - Creating and using the Wiimote Interactive Whiteboard, M. Assabbane
Workshops - Conflict resolution, Brahim Khartite
11:20 - 11:50 - Break
11:50 - 12:50 -Access studentsod show
12:50 - 14:30 - Round table + Elections
14:30 - Lunch




Abstracts

Presentations

1. Mohamed Larbi Tlemsani

1P43Cs

The project being the subject of my presentation is an attempt to stirmy c ol | e ajg L
curiosity and desire to venture putting imagination into practice. Comparing cultures is

a standard our learners are expected to cahieve. The assumption my project will check

says if learners are enabled to firstly talk about their own local cultures they will
hopefully find it easier to compare cultures at more than one level: local, regional;
national and international levels. | will describe the project as a learning scenario, draw

the objectives and the possible pedagogical merits, and hopefully have at least one
school launch it to verify the assumption!

2. Youssef Nadri

Combining portfolios and project work:

Assessing learner intercultural competence

My contribution consists of a presentation on using portfolios in EFL learning. Focus

wi || be on the benefits of using porijtf
On the theoretical level, the criteria that language portfolios need to satisfy are
reviewed. The presentation also briefs in the concept of intercultural competence and

its actual operationalization in portfolio design. Moreover, a sample portfolio will be
analysed in the light of the criteria discussed above, and the extent to which it depicts a

valid representation of the intercultural competence construct. The sample portfolio is
bdesa on one of the first year textbooks. This is an opportunity to illustrate the way
portfolios can be used with classroom activities as well as extra- curricular activities,
particularly in project works on intercultural experiences. The presentation concludes
with raising compelling issues related to the validity of considering the intercultural
component on its own in designing portfolios.

3. Lahsen Ahmam

Project-based learning: Step by step

Going beyond the classroom has become crucial nowadays, especially in a world
where the young generation should be prepared for real life. In this prospect, my
presentation will focus on the five fundamental steps or principles: project planning,
driving question, project assessment, project map, dna
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4. Gena Rhoades

Creative English Clubs in Our Schools

This is a report on why and how to create an exciting English Club in your school!
This report will also contain many ideas on activities that the club can organize that
will increase the leadership and critical thinking skills of its members, along with
building their self-confidence in speaking in English. In addition, the presenter will
discuss resource possibilities through the Ministry of National Education and the US
Embassy, in addition to other fund-raising ideas.

5. Mohammed 1 EL Asri

Incorporating Public Speaking in the EFL Classroom

Almost every one of us will be involved in public speaking in some form or another at
some point in our lives, so we need to be prepared to do a good job when that time
comes. Through public speaking activities and tasks, EFL students may enhance their
language learning skills as they are using language in meaningful and authentic ways.
Besides, students learn how to access information and gain knowledge. These are skills
that can effectively be transfered to future learning and employment contexts. Being an
effective public speaker gives us the tools to make a difference in our business, in our
community, and even in the world at large.

6. Mohamed Elmaanaoui

Teacher learning communities (TLC): Going beyond the classroom

The objective of my presentation will first of all be to show why a teacher learning
community is important. Second, it will give participants a clear plan and ideas about
how a TLC can be put into practice. Finally, teachers will have an opportunity to see a
video document showing the start of a TLC in Zagora.

7. Mohamed Assabbane

Interactive Whiteboards (IWB) in the Moroccan public classroom:

A dream or a reality?

This presentation aims at introducing an inexpensive alternative to professional IWBSs.
The participants will be presented with the different components and processes
involved in installing and using the Wiimote IWB.

Workshops

1. Jason Price

Get Out Your Mobiles

When we talk about 0l earning techno
However, for teachers working in low-tech contexts the lack of opportunity to actually
try out many ICT-based classroom ideas can be very frustrating. We need not limit our
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conception of 0l earning technol ogi ef
telephone can also be utilised for any number of motivating in and out-of-class
activities. This workshop aims to explore how mobiles can be used as a resource and
demonstrate a range of practical activities based on the technology.

2. Naima Leghtas

Alternative Assessment

Summative assessment can tell teachers how much knowledge learners have about a
language, but they cannot measure how well they can use what they have learned.
Therefore, teachers use AAlternative
types of evaluation procedures, to assess not only language proficiency but also to give
learners a role in their own evaluation process. This workshop will explore how to use
some of alternative assessment types such as portfolios, self-record-keeping, peer
feedback and performance assessment.

3. Aziz Bakader

Going out of the box

Nowadays, we live in a glorious age of communication and information. Thus, ICT
literacy has become an unavoidable necessity for everyone. This workshop endeavours
to involve teachers of English in reflecting upon their daily methods of teaching and
principally their attitudes towards the use of ICT in the Moroccan classroom. It should

basically engage teachers in a self-evaluation of their ICT insights and skills, and
specify to what extent the latter are used to teach English. Focus will be much on how
we can integrate technology in the teaching-learning operation. And teachers with
successful experiences will have the chance to introduce them for mutual inspiration
and motivation. The workshop ends with a presentation of some technological tools
and internet resources for further research and implementation.

4. Brahim Khartite

Conflict resolution

It is perhaps ironical that we teach students verbal language and they resort to their
body language- physical or verbal violence- to resolve their conflicts in and beyond the
classroom. It is equally unfortunate to point out that as teachers sometimes we fail to
display healthy practices and socially acceptable ways of dealing with conflict situation
that our students can pick up as a model. For these reasons and many others the present
workshop is meant to have teachers identify and discuss the point in the following
outline:

Part one: Private victory

- Think positive - Self image - Perception belief and expectations

Part two: Public victory




- Seek first to understand then to be understood - Assertive aggressive and non-
assertive - Think win/win,

5. Mohamed Larbi Tlemsani

1P43Cs

The project being the subject of my presentation is an attempt tostirmy c o | | e
curiosity and desire to venture putting imagination into practice. Comparing cultures is
a standard our learners are expected to achieve. The assumption my project will check
says if learners are enabled to firstly talk about their own local cultures they will
hopefully find it easier to compare cultures at more than one level: local, regional;
national and international levels. | will describe the project as a learning scenario, draw
the objectives and the possible pedagogical merits, and hopefully have at least one
school launch it to verify the assumption!

6. Mustapha Alfakihi

From a Teacher to a Director: Coaching Beginner Actors

As an educational tool, the practice of drama fosters the social, intellectual and the
linguistic development of learners, along with cultivating their artistic personality and
sharpening their aesthetic perception. But though the issue of drama as a powerful
educational tool has started to receive growing theoretical attention, the actual
incorporation of drama and dramatic techniques in our curricular and extra-curricular
agendas as language teachers remains limited in scope and largely bound for the
linguistic aspects of drama on the detriment of the broader creative experience of the
art. In many cases, this is due to the absence of appropriate methods for coaching and
directing beginner actors who have no stage experience. For about 60 minutes of
action and interaction participants in the workshop will be able to discover practical
and engaging techniques for coaching beginner student actors and directing artistically
entertaining theatrical representations.

7. Abdeslam Elboumslouhi
Using e-portfolios and projects in ELT classes

During the first decade of the 21st century, there has been increasing interest in the
potential of e-learning tools and technologies to support more learner-centred and
personalised forms of learning. The workshop aims at presenting some important issues
related to e-portfolios (the benefits of developing electronic portfolios for either
students or teachers, electronic portfolio development tools and multimedia
devel opment Thpfocosdseyang to Be)on suggesting some examples of
portfolios, e-portfolios and projects to be carried out by students in the Moroccan
context and possibly agreeing on some scoring rubrics for the suggested activities.

(Some examples of projects from Ouarzazate Access Program will be dealt with).
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8. Mohamed Assabbane

Creating and using the Wiimote Interactive Whiteboard (IWB)

In this workshop the participants will actually experiment with the different steps
involved in mounting and manipulating the Wiimote IWB.

9. Mohammed Hassim

Rethinking the way we do homework

In this workshop, participants will exchange information about the way they do
homework and think about positive and negative practices. They will also discuss
problems related to homework. After doing so, the participants will explore some
effective ways of doing homework to make it more beneficial for students.

Experience Sharing Session

1. Mohamed Rida: Access Program experience

2. Hamid Elbhioui: Festival of Access Students' Talents (FAS)T experience

3. Ali Chbani: National End of Access Program Event (NEAPE) experience

4. Hamza Mahmoud: USA Access summer camp experience

5. Madani Ait Kabbout and Mohamed Ait Soussi: UK Connecting Classrooms
experience

Access Students' Show

1. Access students' experience: Ghizlane Chouaki

2. Singing: Naoual Elouardi

3. Public speaking: Success in Life: Naima Arhlane

4. Play: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: Khadija Elbarkaoui, Sanaa Nasereddine,
Hanan Outtaghi, Mustapha EImouaddin, Mourad Bouchakour, Khalid Lahmidi
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